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TAC ATTACK

ample occurred at one of our
southern F-4 bases. The weather
had been miserable all week with
thunderstorms and rain from a
hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico.
A sergeant was almost finished
replacing panel 36 after a hy-
draulic repair when the ex-
peditor rolled up and told him
that the F-4s were being
launched out for a hurricane
evacuation as soon as possible
and he needed help. Being FOD
conscious, the sergeant took all
remaining fasteners with him.
No time for an entry in the
forms. What'’s the end result of
this scenario? Maybe they were
lucky or. . .

Worn or broken fasteners are a
leading cause for our most
recent dropped objects. Effective
maintenance programs must
stress prevention as well as
repair. One of the advantages of
the dedicated crew chief pro-
gram is having someone who
knows the aircraft and its recent
maintenance history to fix these
“preventable” problems. But be-
ware of the trap of thinking “it’s
a crew chief problem”—it’s
everyone’s responsibility, from
the wing commander to the air-
man basic, to prevent dropped
objects.

On one occasion, an aircraft
was one minute from takeoff
when the pilot heard a loud noise
from the left side of the aircraft.
The life raft door and accessory
container had departed the air-
craft and punctured a hole in the
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CLASS A MISHAPS

AIRCREW FATALITIES

TOTAL EJECTIONS

SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

ANG

AFR

MAY|

THRU

MAY

THRU MAY

MAY THRU MAY

TAC'S TOP 5 thru MAY 1986

84 FITS

48 FIS

318 FIS

9| 49 FIS

1 USAFADWC

9th AF

TFW

TAIRCW

TFW

TFW

TFW

602 TAIRCW

366 TFW

49 TFW

355 TTW

27 TFW & 479 TTW

ANG

110 TASG

138 TFG

177 FIG

114 TFG

926

AFR

TFG

USAFTAWC

482

TFW

28 AD

301

TFW

24 COMPW

924

TFG

USAFTFWC

419

TFG

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(CUM. RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

JAN

6.8

2.4

FEB

5.4

3.1

4.4

2.3

4.1

y % 4

MAR APR MAY

JUN

JUL

00| 00| 00| 0.0| 0.0

AUG  SEP

0CT NOV DEC








